Number two is: Indigenous Peoples of the Americas Most of you have learned about the original inhabitants of the Americas in previous schooling. Please write a 250 word essay on what you have learned about these people and their societies as well as where you learned about them and your thoughts on the information you learned. Another item to mention is the name used to refer to these people. Terms to consider (and research if you do not know their usage) include Native Americans, Indians, Native American Indians, Indigenous People. Please read my example below as a guide. 

[bookmark: _GoBack](Professors example) My essay: I first learned about Native Americans/American Indians/Indians/Indigenous People/First Nations when I was in elementary school. I was probably in third or fourth grade when we learned that Columbus discovered America and there were people living here already. In middle school, I began to wonder how someone could "discover" something if there were already people here. I remember learning about the Aztecs, Incas and Mayan societies. Specifically, I remember learning that they had trade, farming techniques, roads and travel routes to trade goods with other tribes and even irrigation for their crops. I continued my studies of Indigenous societies when I was an undergraduate student at the University of Houston. 
As I have taken more classes and attended seminars and lectures, I am shocked to learn that although we have learned so much more about precolonial and colonial times, the same things I was taught many years ago are still being taught today. I have considered the terms listed and have my thoughts on what these people should be called. I will not be listing my opinion here as I want my students to come up with their own opinions. Please take time to look up the terms listed and think about them and think about your response and justify your term of choice

